, as By the King. 


V Proclamation concerning the viewing and 
diſtinguiſhing of Tobacco in England and Ireland, the 


Dominion of VVales, and Towne of Barwicke. 


phereas diners good and neteſſarie pꝛouiſions haue beene heretofoze made, 
aſwell by Act of Parliament. as otherwiſe, foꝛ the well garbling of Spices 
and Dꝛugges, to the intent the Subiects of this Our 
bee occaſioned to vſe any vnwholſome Spites oz Dꝛugges, to the impap⸗ 


of their ſubſtante. And foꝛ as muchas the Dzugge called Tobacco, deing ot 
late yeeres growne frequent in this Our Realme e other Our Domintons, 
is daily ſold vngarbled, whereby moze inconuenience groweth and ariſeth 
to Our louing Subietts, then by any other Dꝛugge Whatloeuer. And ko: 
that alſo by the manie and lundꝛie abuſespzactiſed and tommitted by Mer⸗ 
chants, Maſters of Ships and others, in concealing and vttering the ſaid 
Tobacco without paying any Impoſt oꝛ Cuſtome foꝛ the ſame. great loſſe anddammage accrueth to 
Us,notwithſtanding any Lawes, Statutes oꝛ other courle heretofoze taken foz pzeventing thereof: 
Fo2 remedie of all which Paconueutences, Wee, by our Letters Patents vnder our great Deale of 
England, bearing Date, at Weſtmynſter the fiue and twentieth day of May now laſt paſt, did pzohibite 
and foꝛbid, That no perſon oz perſons ſhould at any time after the day ofthe Date of our ſaid Letters 
patents within Our Realine of England, the Dominion of Wales, and Pozt and Towne of Barwicke, 
oꝛ anyofthem ; oz within Our Realme of Jreland, oz any part ot them o2any of them, by himſelfe oꝛ 
themlelues, oꝛ his oꝛ their ſeruants oꝛ factours, oz any others, directly oꝛ indirectly ſell oꝛ put to fale; 02 
attempt, pꝛeſume oꝛ goe about any manner of wap to ſell oꝛ put to ſale, either in groſſe oz by retaile,any 
Tobacco, of what ſozt, kind oꝛ growth ſoeuer. befoze the Cuſtome and Pmpoſt thereofdue, were paid; 
and the ſame Tobacco were viewed, diſtinguiſhed and ſealed by the Officer oz Officers of Us, Dur 
Hetresand Succeſſours, in that behalte to be conſtitutedandappointed; Foz Whoſe labour, crauell, 
charges and expentes in that behalfe to be ſuſtatned and taken in the executionoftheſai Office: wee 
did by theſaid Letters Patents, conſtitute and appoint, That they would and might from time to 


time, demand, take and receiue to their owne ble, ofeuery perſon and perſons whoſe Tobacco they 


ſhould ſo garble, viewe and ſeale, the ſumme of foure penceofcurrant Engliſh money, foz euery pound 
weight thereof ſo viewed andſealed, . 
And wee did alſo by Our laid Letters Patents ( foꝛ the conſiderations therein mentioned) gine 
and grant the ſaid Office. with the powers, fees and authozities befoze mentioned to Our welbeloued 
Subiects, Francis Nichols, Iaſper Leake and Philip Eden, Gentlemen, to be executed by them oz their De- 
puties oꝛ Aſſignes foꝛ thirtie and one yeeres next enſuing the Date oftheſaid Letters Patents. 
And u9ee did further by Our ſaid Letters, foꝛ Us, zDur Heires and Succeſſours,gine and grant 
vnto the laid Francis Nichols, Iaſper Leake and Philip Eden, and their Aſſignes, and to all and euery per- 
ſon and perſons, which by them oꝛ any ot them, by waiting vnder their oz am of their hands and 
Seales, ſhould bee in that behalfe deputed andaſſigned, full power and authozitie during the terme 
afoꝛeſaide, aſwell to bee pꝛeſent and to place in all manner of Cuſtome-houſes , Pozts, Bauens, 
Creeks and plates of lading oꝛ vnlading of any manner of Goods, Wares oz Merchandtzes, into oz 
out of the laid Realmes and Dominions: As alſo to be pzeſent with all and enery the Cuftomers,Col- 
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letters, Searchers, Durugyers,Wayters; andother Officers and Minifters haning charge foz 0z con- 
cerning the lading 02 vnlading ol any Goods, wares oz Merchandtzes foꝝ their better exttuting ot all 
and euery thing and things thereby appointed, and foꝛ their better receiuing and enioying of the benefit 
of Our ſaid Grant at all times and places, where the ſaid Officers and Miniſters oꝛ any ot them. ſhould 
by reaſon ot their ſaid ſenerall Offices haue caufe oz occaſion to be: And alſo in all and euer plate ozpla- 
tes, aſwell in Ships arriued with Tobacco, and riding in any Poꝛt, Roade oꝛ mer, as ou the Land, 
to make and appoint ſuch and ſo many watchmen, Walters and Officers, and to pꝛouide and vſe ſuch 
reaſonable wates, oꝛders and meanes, as they the ſaide Francis Nichols, Iaſper Leake and Philip Eden, and 
their Allignes and Deputies ſhouldand might be4uſtly and truely infozmed of all parcels and quantt- 
tiesof Tobacco, as ſhouldatany time oꝛ times during the ſaid Grant,be bzought into any Poꝛt oꝛ place, 
oꝛ be planted oꝛ growing in any place oꝛ places ofthe ſaid Nealmes and Dominions oꝛ any ofthem. 
And alſo that it ſhouldand might be lawfull, to and foz the ſaid Francis Nichols, Iaſper Leake, and Philip 
Eden, and their Allignes, and their andeuery of their Deputies and Subſtitutes, at all and euery time 
and times during the terme afozeſad, in lawfuliand conuentent maner, with a Conſtable oꝛ other Of 
liter of the place, aſwelltogoeon'board, view, and ſuruay all Shippes, Uefſels,oz Bottomes, riding 
oꝛ lying Within any of the Pozts, Hauens,Creekesand places of lading oꝛ vnlading, within Our ſatd 
Realme of England, Dominion of wales, Pozt oz Towne of Barwicke, ozRealme of Irtland, oz 
anythe members 02 places thereunto belonging, as to goe into any Houſe, Celler, Uanlt, warehouſe, 
Shop, 92 other plate within the ſaſd Realmes# Dominion, and Pozt, oꝛ Towne of Batwicke, ozany 
+ of them, oꝛ any ofthem to ſearch and vie w if there be any Tobacco vttered, ſold, oꝛ put to fale, oz 
offered to be ſold 02 put to ſale befoze the ſame be viewed,diſtinguiſhed, and ſealed contrary to the true 
meaning of the ſaid Letters patents. 
And Wee did alſo by theſaid Letters foꝛ Us, Our Heires and Sutteſſoꝛs, require, charge and Com- 
mand all and ſingular Maiozs , Dhiriffes, Juſtices of Peate, Bayliffes, Conſtables, Headbozoughes, 
Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Searchers, Durueyozs, Walters, and all other Officers, Miniſters, and 
Dublects whatſoeuer, of Us, Our Heires and Succeſſoꝛs, aſwell ofthe ſatdRealmeof England, Do- 
minion of Wales, andPoztand Towne of Barwicke, as ofthe ſaid Realme of Jreland, That they 
and euery ot them, ſhould from time to time during the continuance of that Our graunt, be atdingand 
a ſſiſting to the ſaid Francis Nichols, ſaſper Leake, and Philip Eden, and their Aſſignes, and to euery of 
their and euerp ot their Deputie and Deputies, © dDubſtitutes, in the due Execucion of 
.allande powers and authoꝛities expꝛeſſed in the ſaid Letters Patents, vpon paine ot the dil⸗ 
pleaſure ot Us, Our Heires and Sutteſſoꝛs, and as they would anſwere the contraryat thetr perils; 
. as by the ſald Letters Patents moze at large appeareth. 
Wet now. to the intent Our will and pleaſure inthe pzemiſſes may be the better knowne to all Our 
louing Dubiects whom it may concerne,Doe hereby notifie,publiſh and declare the lame Our pleaſure, 
willing and commanding that all and euery the pꝛemiſſes, be from tune to time in euery reſpect duely 
.perfozmed, executed and obſerued atcoꝛding to the true intent and meaning of the ſame Our Letters 
patents. And that no perſon oꝛ perſons doe attempt oꝛ pꝛeſume to biolate oꝛ infringe Our Command 
ereby; oꝛ by Durſaid Letters patents declared oꝛ expꝛeſſed, vpon the paines and penalties therein 
.contatned. And e doe alſo hereby Charge and Command al well all and ſingular Merthants, and 
other perſon and ns whatſoeuer, which ſhallimpoꝛt any Tobatto ot what loꝛt ſoeuer. That they 
tauſe the ſame to be duely entredin the Cuſtome houle belonging to the Poꝛt oꝛ place Where it ſhall be 
landed, in the name oꝛ names onely of the true pꝛopꝛietoꝛ oz owner, pzopztetozs oꝛ owners thereof, and 
not in the name oꝛ names of any other perſon 82 perſons which is not the true owner thereof; As 
allo all Our Cuſtomers and other Officers wh er, That they take ſpetiall care and regard to 
thedneperfozmance of the ſame as they tender Our plealure, and will auoide the contrary. 


Giuen at Theobalds the tenth day of Nouember in the ſeuenteenth yeere of Our Reigne of Great Brittaine, France, 
and Ireland. ' | 
God ſaue the King. 
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